
 

 

Ottawa Public Health 

100 Constellation Drive 

Ottawa, Ontario  K2G 6J8 

healthsante@ottawa.ca 

April 20, 2021 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 

Toronto, Ontario  M7A 1A1 

 

Re:  COVID-19 Restrictions and Enforcement 

Dear Premier Ford, 

At its meeting of April 19, 2021, the Board of Health for the City of Ottawa Health Unit 

approved a motion requesting the following time-sensitive actions in order to curb 

COVID-19 rates and transmission and lessen the burden on our healthcare sector: 

• That the Premier of Ontario urgently complete a review of all businesses 

and services that continue to have workers at the workplace who cannot 

work from home and implement changes to ensure that only businesses 

that provide groceries, medications and products or services essential for 

health and safety are open and only medically-necessary care is provided 

for the period of the Stay At Home Order and that workers affected are 

provided with information on income support options;  

• That the school closure language in Ontario Regulation 82/20 be amended 

to replace "shall not provide in-person teaching or instruction" with 

"Schools shall be closed to all students except for…" in order to provide 

greater clarity and ensure continued remote learning and that students are 

not attending school in person for activities that do not qualify as "in-

person teaching or instruction"; and  

• That improvements be made to the enforcement provisions under the 

Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act 2020 and the 

Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act to enhance enforcement 

officers’ ability to enter, investigate and close businesses. 

The full text of the Motion is provided as an appendix to this letter. 



  

Pursuant to the Ottawa Board of Health’s approval of the above-referenced motion, this 

request is respectfully submitted for your consideration and critical action.  

Despite the recently announced and ongoing Stay at Home Order, and the knowledge 

of the current crisis faced by our healthcare system, COVID-19 transmission continues 

to occur in a wide variety of workplaces that provide products other than food, medicine 

and services essential to health and safety. Therefore, preventing COVID-19 

transmission should be accomplished by further reducing the number of places people 

come into close contact with people outside of their households, by ensuring that 

businesses and workplaces that are not essential to the provision of food, medications 

and products or services essential for health and safety be either closed or limited to 

virtual or remote operations. It is also imperative that workers affected by any such 

closures be provided with information on income support options.  

We urge you to take these immediate and decisive actions to protect the health of 

Ontario residents as well as our health care sector’s capacity to continue providing care 

to those who need it.  

Please feel free to contact Dr. Etches directly if you have any questions or require 

additional information. She can be reached at Vera.Etches@Ottawa.ca or by phone at 

613-580-2424, ext. 23681.  

Sincerely,  

 

Councillor Keith Egli, Chair 

Ottawa Board of Health 

cc: The Honourable Christine Elliott, Minister of Health 

The Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education 

The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Solicitor General  

The Honourable Merrilee Fullerton, Minister of Long-Term Care and MPP for 

Kanata-Carleton 

The Honourable Lisa MacLeod, Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 

Industries and MPP for Nepean 

Jeremy Roberts, MPP for Ottawa West-Nepean 

Goldie Ghamari, MPP for Carleton 

Lucille Collard, MPP for Ottawa-Vanier 

mailto:Vera.Etches@Ottawa.ca


  

Stephen Blais, MPP for Orléans 

John Fraser, MPP for Ottawa South 

Joel Harden, MPP for Ottawa-Centre 

Amanda Simard, MPP for Glengarry-Prescott-Russell 

  



  

Appendix 

Motion 16/3 

Moved by: Vice-Chair DeGiovanni 

WHEREAS the goals of the Pandemic response are to limit hospitalizations and 

death and to minimize societal disruption; and 

WHEREAS the closure of schools is intended to reinforce the importance of 

families adhering to the Stay At Home Order to control the growth of variants of 

concern and to flatten the curve, though we recognize that schools are essential 

for the well-being and healthy development children and youth; and 

WHEREAS rapid growth in the number of people testing positive for COVID-19, 

hospitalizations, and ICU admissions continue to the point where the health 

system is challenged to keep up; and  

WHEREAS COVID-19 transmission continues to occur in a wide variety of 

workplaces that provide products other than food, medicine and services 

essential to health and safety; and  

WHEREAS public health experts agree that in order to curb current rates and 

transmission and lessen the burden on our healthcare sector, all non-essential 

businesses and workplaces should be closed or limited to virtual or remote 

operations;  

WHEREAS enhanced inspection powers would facilitate enforcement of the 

regulations at places of business; 

WHEREAS additional restrictions, at a level beyond the current provincial 

measures, have been necessary to control the growth of variants of concern now 

predominant in Ontario, including the closure of non-essential retail settings;   

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Health for the City of Ottawa 

Health Unit direct its Chair to write to the Premier of Ontario to request the 

following: 

• That the Premier of Ontario urgently complete a review of all businesses 

and services that continue to have workers at the workplace who cannot 

work from home and implement changes to ensure that only businesses 

that provide groceries, medications and products or services essential for 

health and safety are open and only medically-necessary care is provided 



  

for the period of the Stay At Home Order and that workers affected are 

provided with information on income support options;  

• That the school closure language in Ontario Regulation 82/20 be amended 

to replace "shall not provide in-person teaching or instruction" with 

"Schools shall be closed to all students except for…" in order to provide 

greater clarity and ensure continued remote learning and that students are 

not attending school in person for activities that do not qualify as "in-

person teaching or instruction"; and  

• That improvements be made to the enforcement provisions under the 

Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act 2020 and the 

Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act to enhance enforcement 

officers’ ability to enter, investigate and close businesses. 

 


