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Item / Article: Motions Requiring Suspension of the Rules of Procedure 
 
Re: Restriction of Sale of Non-Essential Items by Discount Stores and Big Box 
Retailers 
 
Moved by / Motion de: Councillor T. Kavanagh  
Seconded by / Appuyée par: Mayor J. Watson 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that Council suspend the Rules of Procedure to permit the 
introduction of the following motion, in order to respond in a timely manner to 
temporary regulations that are currently in place as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and disproportionately affecting small businesses: 
 
WHEREAS on January 12, 2021, the Province of Ontario issued a Stay-at-Home 
Order for all of Ontario, which came into force on January 14, 2021 and prohibits 
residents from leaving their place of residence except for essential activities, 
including but not limited to shopping for essential items; and 
 
WHEREAS the Province has not defined what is considered an essential item, so 
as not to limit access by residents to goods that may legitimately be necessary for 
their health, well-being or safety; and 
 
WHEREAS the Province has allowed discount stores and big-box retailers that sell 
groceries to remain open, so long as members of the public are able to maintain a 
physical distance of two metres physical from every other person in the business 
or facility, and the number of persons occupying any place of business that is open 
to the public does not exceed 25% of capacity at any one time; and 
 
WHEREAS allowing discount stores and big-box retailers to remain open while 
offering non-essential products, along with those considered essential, 
encourages residents to travel outside their home and increases the number of 
contacts a person may have; and 
 



WHEREAS the purpose of these Orders is to keep residents at home as much as 
possible to stop the spread of COVID-19, prevent the hospital system from 
becoming overwhelmed, and protect vulnerable populations and those who care 
for them; and 

WHEREAS allowing discount stores and big-box retailers that sell groceries to 
continue to sell items that are not deemed essential creates an unlevel playing field 
with our small business community, who are required to close or significantly 
restrict their services; and  

WHEREAS OCOBIA Chair Mark Kaluski sent a letter to Premier Ford on January 19, 
2021, requesting fairness for all retail businesses regarding the sale of non-
essential items; and 

WHEREAS the City of Ottawa has committed to supporting Ottawa’s small 
business community through this pandemic; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor Watson, on behalf of City Council, 
write to the Premier of Ontario and the Ontario Minister of Health to request 
that the Government of Ontario immediately apply the same rules to small 
business that big-box stores must adhere to, in consultation with Public Health 
Authorities, and if the Government of Ontario does not concur, that the 
Government of Ontario immediately require that discount stores and big-box 
retailers: 

1. Limit in-person sales to grocery and essential items only; and

2. Restrict the sale of non-essential items by cordoning off sales areas

displaying non-essential items; and

3. Only sell non-essential items via online sales or curbside pickup.


